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Teach for America continues to recruit Trinity College students 
NICOLE SINNO '17 
STAFF WRITER 
Recruiting season has arrived at 
Trinity, and while most of us are worry-
ing about exams and papers, the Class 
of 2014 has already begun the lengthy 
process of job searching. Among the 
busy senior class is a group applying 
for Teach for America, a program that 
sends a diverse group of highly quali-
fied college graduates to teach for two 
years in low-income communities. 
Lydia Kay, Trinity alumni class of 
'13 and first year TFA teacher in New 
Orleans, applied to TFA so she could 
immediately start teaching while 
receiving continuous support and train-
ing. ''I've always been passionate about 
working with children and thought I 
wanted to teach, but didn't want to go 
straight to grad school", said Kay. 
Described as the hardest two years of 
their lives, Teach for America requires 
all corps members to attend a rigorous 
pre-corps training institute before 
going into the field. Corps members are 
given access to extensive professional 
development and online resources dur-
ing their two years to help them devel-
op into strong classroom leaders. 
According to TFA, "We provide our 
11,000 teachers with intensive training 
and support which begins with a 7-
week training program during the 
summer and includes two years of 1:1 
coaching, professional development, 
COURTESY OF www.arktimes.com 
Teach for America has an extremeley competitive application process and is a very popular option for college students, especially this year at Trinity. 
and frequently graduate-level course-
work". Corps members are included in 
teachers unions, affected by budget cuts, 
and work as true colleagues with the 
local teachers. ''I don't think I would get 
such a strong sense of community from 
most other teaching programs," Kay 
said. 
Teach for America (TFA) is a nonprof-
it organization that trains teachers for a 
two-year commitment in the country's 
most underserved schools. Annual pay 
typically runs between $30,000 and 
$50,000. Not only does TFA give stu-
dents a chance to give back to their coun-
try, but also provides them with many 
material attractions. According to the 
New York Times, ''Teach for America has 
become an elite brand that will help 
see TEACH on page 6 
Iconic twist in Robin Hardy's Trinity welcomes purple heart 
''The Wicker Man" veteran to the class of '16 
ZACHARY HAINES '14 
STAFF WRITER 
Since its release in 1973, Robin 
Hardy's "The Wicker Man" has widely 
been regarded as one of the canonical 
films of the horror genre. Set on the 
remote island of Summerisle, "The 
Wicker Man" is initially established as 
a murder mystery: Sergeant Neil 
Howie (Edward Woodward) flies in 
from the mainland to investigate the 
disappearance of a teenage girl named 
Rowan Morrison. However, upon arriv-
ing at Summerisle, Sgt. Howie is per-
plexed to discover that no one has ever 
heard of Rowan Morrison, or at least 
that they are unwilling to discuss her. 
Even Rowan's own mother May 
Morrison (Irene Sunter), proprietor of 
the local sweet's shop, denies that she 
ever had a daughter named Rowan. 
Unable to draw up any conclusions, 
Howie stays up at a local inn for the 
night, where the locals prove oddly 
resistant to answering questions about 
Rowan. Moreover, wandering through 
the town square at night, Howie wit-
nesses several bizarre scenes: a group 
of youths fornicating in the open, a 
nude woman weeping over a grave 
stone, and a young boy being offered up 
to the inn's voluptuous barmaid (Britt 
Ekland) as a "gift for Venus." These 
scenes, just as many others throughout 
the film, are approached with such jar-
ring matter-of-factness that it is initial-
ly unclear whether they are even real. 
The next day, Howie visits the 
island's schoolhouse, where he inter-
rupts the schoolmistress Miss Rose 
(Diane Cilento) giving a lesson about 
the rituals associated with May Day. 
Though none of the girls are willing to 
admit that Rowan was their classmate, 
Howie discovers her name in the class 
register. What's more, Miss Rose 
reveals to Howie that the people of 
Summerisle practice an ancient form of 
paganism that the rise of Christianity 
had largely erased from the British 
Isles. 
Howie, himself a devout Christian, 
believes that Rowan's disappearance is 
connected to some menacing pagan rit-
ual - a human sacrifice to ensure the 
survival of the islands crops. He covert-
ly infiltrates the May Day festival, hop-
ing to discover Rowan and rescue her 
from the grasp of a savage pagan cult. 
However, the ultimate scene, which has 
see CINESTUDIO on page 12 
ANA MEDINA '16 
STAFF WRITER 
It's common to hear people say, 
"don't judge a book by its cover." 
However it rarely sinks in, not until 
you realize you have done exactly the 
opposite of what you've been told. 
Without intending to, many have fallen 
into this trap and made judgments 
based on someone's appearance. 
However, these judgments may take 
away the opportunity of meeting some-
COURTESY OF www.newsantaana.com 
Martin has no regrets when it comes to his service. 
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one completely extraordinary. Take 
Kevin Martin '16 for example. His 
strong build would tell you that he 
probably plays a sport, which he 
does- football. Looking at his kind 
face , you can tell that there is some-
thing more beneath the surface. At 
the young age of 23, Martin served as 
a proud member of the United States 
Army and earned a Purple Heart. 
Born in Madison, Connecticut, 
Martin did not always plan to be a 
part of the Army. He mentions, "at 
the end of my senior year in high 
school I read books about wars. I 
wasn't doing much and it made me 
think that there was an opportunity, 
and going out there was something 
my generation was called upon to do. 
It's once in a lifetime." 
Despite the difficulties faced 
while at war, Martin has no regrets. 
He remembers leaving for 
Afghanistan six days after Osama 
Bin Laden was killed and returned 
April 6. Life on the battlefield had a 
great impact on Martin. He recalls 
his most impactful moment in com-
bat as, "it had to be the first time I 
was shot at because it was something 
see AT on page 9 
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Tripod Editorial 
Why we need to love our bodies more 
In today's day in age, we 
have an obsession with being 
skinny. The media inundates us 
with images of super models and 
actresses who are air brushed 
and photoshopped. It presents 
an impossible ideal for us to 
obtain and as humans we con-
tinually compare ourselves to 
these idealistic images. We are 
never skinny enough, tall 
enough, pretty enough, smart 
enough. The sad reality is that 
young girls who have grown up 
in the technological age are the 
major targets of these media 
images. Women are continually 
objectified for their bodies and 
they learn at a young age that 
what matters is their beauty not 
their accomplishments. 
Every time we turn on the 
television, an image of a half 
naked woman selling some kind 
of product appears. Every music 
video, most movies and even car-
toons objectify women and por-
tray them as sex symbols rather 
than capable and strong women. 
I get it, sex sells, but at the 
expense of women everywhere. 
Because we continually strive to 
have the perfect body, we are 
driven to extreme circumstances 
to achieve this image. Plastic 
surgery is at a record high and 
more and more young girls are 
undergoing body modification 
procedures in pursuit of their 
ideal body image. 
Reportedly, over 65 percent 
of women in America have an 
eating disorder. This is an over-
whelmingly large percentage of 
the female population, which is 
greatly affected by the media's 
representation of women. 
Similarly, there are more cases 
of depression in young girls than 
ever before and more and more 
young women are engaging in 
self-injury practices. In fact, 
these issues don't stop with girls. 
More and more boys have eating 
disorders and body dysmorphic 
disorder these days than ever 
before. 
We even see the objectifica-
tion of women in relationship to 
today's female leaders. Politics 
aside, there has been constant 
scrutiny of female politicians 
such as Hilary Clinton and 
Sarah Palin. In the media, 
Clinton was depicted as ab**** 
by news outlets because of her 
androgynous style. She is not 
feminine enough by patriarchal 
standards. On the other hand, 
there was more discussion of 
how hot Sarah Palin was than 
discussion of her actual politics. 
However, as a society we have 
let these types of opinions into 
our normal media discourse and 
no one challenges it. 
Instead of objectifying our-
selves and letting the media 
objectify us, we need to stand up 
for ourselves. We need to place 
more value on our thoughts, 
aspirations and our accomplish-
ments than on our physical bod-
ies. It's all just a fa<;ade and 
beauty is fleeting. 
Instead, we need to love our 
bodies because they are the only 
bodies that we are going to get. 
Our bodies are more important 
than what appears on the sur-
face. Our bodies protect us from 
the elements, they work their 
hardest to combat diseases, 
viruses and other foreign 
invaders. They are the greatest 
protectors we will ever have. 
They allow us to live and 
because of that fact alone, we 
should love them instead of fight 
them. We should treat our bod-
ies with respect. We should eat 
healthy, exercise and embrace 
our shape regardless of what the 
media tells us. Once we realize 
the power of our bodies far 
exceeds the physical, we can 
start to love and embrace who 
we are and start to combat such 
a widespread and international 
body issue problem. 
-KLC 
Graduate school: necessary or irrevelant 
In this day in age, going to 
college is a given. Whether or 
not college is right for a stu-
dent, parents are now forcing 
them to go and at least get 
their Bachelor's Degree. A 
few years back, having a 
Bachelor's Degree gave you a 
leg up when job hunting. It 
showed that you were moti-
vated to learn and further 
yourself, something that 
employers looked fondly 
upon. Nowadays, a 
Bachelor's Degree no longer 
helps with the job seeking 
process but is required for it. 
This brings the next educa -
tional step into question -
are we supposed to go to 
graduate school? 
It seems that graduate 
school degree is becoming the 
next Bachelor's Degree - it's 
almost becoming necessary 
for the job market. I've said 
to myself one hundred times, 
"I'm going to grad school, I 
just don't know for what yet." 
Should I go for my masters, 
should I go to business school 
because 'hey I'm sure that 
cant hurt,' or should I go find 
something I want to get a 
PhD in. This, at least to me, 
does not seem like the great-
est way to go about it. 
Shouldn't graduate school be 
for the people who have a 
defined interest and burning 
passion that want to further 
their education in that field 
and pursue it as a career? buffer to entering the real 
One should not go to gradu- world. 
ate school just because they 
think they "should" or have -KKS 
to. 
On a contrasting note, 
many people have also told 
me "oh you don't need gradu-
ate school, once you find an 
entry level job, you'll work 
your way into the system." 
So this leaves me in a conun-
drum - at this point in time 
is graduate school necessary, 
or irrelevant for the job mar-
ket? 
Whether or not one will be 
useful for the job market, I 
believe that there will always 
be a stigma attached to a 
graduate school degree - a 
stigma of intelligence. An air 
of intelligence surrounds 
those people who have gone 
and furthered their educa-
tion. However, this also isn't 
necessarily true, yes you 
must be at least somewhat 
intelligent to complete a 
graduate school degree but 
there are plenty of intelligent 
people who do not need a 
graduate degree to find suc-
cess in their particular field. 
So this leaves a college 
senior like myself at a stand-
still. Although I'm not com-
pletely sure what I want my 
career to be, I'm not sure if 
going to graduate school will 
help me with that decision or 
if it will just act as another 
Tripod Editorials represent the views of the exe cutive board of Tht Trinity Trip od, 
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Campus safety shuttle a forum for disrespecting Trinity students 
SONJAY SINGH '15 
NEWS EDITOR 
Complaints about safety 
on campus have always been 
a central discussion about 
ways to improve the climate 
at Trinity. Although Campus 
Safety has made strides in the 
last few months towards 
improving security at night 
including expanding their 
staff and monitoring more 
locations across campus, 
there is still more which could 
be done. The Campus Safety 
shuttle has been a particular 
problem for many students 
who cite reliability, ease of 
access and even disrespect 
from the drivers as some of 
the dissuading factors in the 
shuttle being a useful form of 
transportation. 
One problem in particular 
is the lack of functionality to 
the online tracker, a system 
still advertised on the website 
despite the fact that it hasn't 
been functional for several 
months. Although a tracker is 
a fairly common feature for 
campus shuttles, being used 
in similar schools such as 
Brandeis and Tufts, it has not 
been maintained at Trinity. 
Other schools such as 
Washington University in St. 
Louis have a set schedule so 
that students know where the 
shuttle will be and when. On 
a campus in which crime is 
common especially at night, 
every effort should be made to 
minimize the amount of time 
that students spend walking. 
The lack of a tracker forces 
students to wait outside for 
up to 45-minutes according to 
some reports in high-risk 
areas such as outside 
Anadama, Vernon Street and 
Allen Street. There is also no 
way of knowing when the 
shuttle is offline for an 
employee break. Although the 
drivers deserve the time-off, 
more of an effort needs to be 
made to notify the student 
body when this is occurring so 
that they can plan accordingly 
More concerning are the 
many reports of drivers being 
openly hostile. One female 
student who chose to remain 
anonymous reports trying to 
flag down a shuttle from Allen 
and being completely ignored 
by the driver. After rushing to 
catch the shuttle, the driver 
stopped briefly to mockingly 
open and shut the doors 
before flashing the student 
her middle finger and driving 
away. Reportedly, this was at 
1:55 making it the last shuttle 
of the night and forcing the 
student to walk back alone. 
This kind of behavior by 
employees tasked with our 
safety is completely unaccept-
able and suggests a systemic 
disrespect of the student body 
COURTESTY OF: panaramio.com 
The campus safety shuttle has been subject to various criticisms, the most concerning being the claims of harrassment. 
by campus safety employees. 
Even putting the disrespect 
aside, a shuttle driver should 
never leave a student strand-
ed on Broad Street in any sit-
uation, especially when they 
are operating the last shuttle 
of the night. "If you're going 
to promote people taking the 
shuttle, it needs to be more 
reliable. It shouldn't be this 
burdensome event where you 
don't know when it will 
arrive, have trouble getting it 
to stop and are disrespected 
when you get one," said one 
student in response to these 
issues. 
Although campus safety is 
generally very pleasant with 
many representatives such as 
Officer Habibovic and Officer 
Lee quickly gaining reputa -
tions for fairness and prompt 
response, it does not excuse 
the actions of this particular 
shuttle driver. 
Although I am sure that 
transporting inebriated stu-
dents cannot be easy this is no 
excuse for disrespect for the 
student body or for the vari-
ous other problems with the 
shuttle. To simply bring the 
service up to the standard 
level of operation seen at most 
schools would not be difficult 
and we should begin moving 
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We should take time to prioritize without losing ourselves 
NYKIA TANNIEHILL '15 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
"Once you get to junior 
year, you just don't have time 
for anything other than what's 
important. If people or situa-
tions aren't serving you the 
way you need them to in a 
given moment, this is the year 
you learn to let them go." I 
looked up to catch my friend 
in the middle of a saucy hair-
flip before she took a sip of her 
drink, clearly pleased with 
her words of wisdom. 
Cramped around a table in 
Buffalo Wild Wings, the rest of 
us exchanged tentative 
glances, as if to silently 
debate the validity of this 
statement. Somewhere 
between ordering drinks and 
the delivery of the salads, the 
nature of our conversation 
had quickly shifted from small 
talk to "real talk." 
"She's right, that's so true," 
said the girl to my left with 
whom I had only recently 
become acquainted. "You've 
been trying to bring every per-
son and every problem along 
for the ride, but something 
about junior year just doesn't 
allow that anymore." 
Suddenly, my chipped nail 
polish became the most fasci-
nating thing in the world. I 
twisted and tugged at my fin-
gers in my lap, refusing to 
come to terms with the topic of 
conversation. Here I sat in the 
heart of Brooklyn, with two 
accomplished 
Communications majors going 
into their senior year. The last 
thing I wanted to do was take 
their advice for granted. 
However, with my history of 
being sensitive and a little too 
accommodating, the concept 
of letting go seemed impossi-
ble. 
My interactions with oth-
ers are characterized by my 
desire to be friendly and give 
as much of myself to others as 
I would hope they would give 
I soon found that 24 
hours in a day was simply 
not enough. My meal times 
shortened, my opportuni-
ties for long heart-to-heart 
sessions lessened, and my 
weekly shopping trips 
became a thing of the past. 
A task or obligation occu-
pied every minute of 
every day. 
to me, especially in times of 
need. My greatest strength-
and ultimate weakness-is 
my empathetic nature. In 
terms of challenges, asking 
me not to cry at the end of Toy 
Story 3 is a tall order in itself. 
Asking me to walk away from 
situations over which I have 
little or no control is even 
taller, but in no way was my 
reluctance to accept these 
comments the product of fear. 
I just would have preferred to 
master Magic Johnson-sized 
challenges before confronting 
Yao Ming-sized challenges, if I 
had my way. 
Time and circumstance 
didn't grant me that opportu -
nity. Two months later, I was 
elbow-deep in classes, prepar-
ing to study abroad, forget-
ting what it felt like to sleep, 
and looking the Yao Ming-
sized challenge of conquering 
junior year square in the 
shins. 
I soon found that 24 hours 
in a day was simply not 
enough. My meal times short-
ened, my opportunities for 
long heart-to-heart sessions 
lessened, and my weekly 
shopping trips became a thing 
of the past. A task or obliga-
tion occupied every minute of 
every day. Each accomplish-
ment became less like a care-
ful contribution and more like 
a Hail Mary shot in the last 
four seconds of a basketball 
game. 
Despite the ensuing mad-
ness, life didn't stop. How 
could I expect it to? Facebook 
and Twitter still buzzed, juicy 
stories from the weekend still 
circulated, and Girls Night 
Out was still mandatory. I 
began to panic. Two months 
ago, my friends made the 
solution to this whirlwind 
seem so simple-sort out any-
one and anything that serves 
your being and make it your 
business to answer to those 
wholeheartedly above all else. 
But how can anyone truly fig-
ure out who or what is serving 
them well when stress is 
inevitable and there's barely 
enough time to breathe? I 
feared that I would appear as 
selfish to those who knew me 
as a compassionate person. 
Who am I to walk away from 
things that hinder my happi-
ness? 
I still have not found the 
answers to these questions. 
However, I am learning that 
so much goes into taking care 
of ourselves on a day-to-day 
Rather than siphoning 
out the things that cause us 
anxiety, maybe it's all about 
remembering to hold fast to 
the things that help us heal 
quickly. Maybe it's about 
reserving our right to cling 
to anything that gives us the 
strength to keep giving to a 
world that won't always 
take what we have to offer. 
basis, and any additional mat-
ters to which we are success-
fully able to lend our time and 
energy is a matter of sheer 
grace. That, in itself, is a 
source of wonder and a reason 
to take pride in the people and 
causes we treasure. Beyond 
that, a large part of letting go 
is trusting myself to decide 
what I can and cannot handle. 
I also need to trust the sincer-
ity of my intentions. 
More and more, I'm learn-
ing that choosing my happi-
ness is not malicious, and it 
does not have to disregard the 
feelings and concerns of those 
around me. 
Rather, it requires me to 
acknowledge the fact that I 
am one woman. I'm definitely 
not Wonder Woman, and cer-
tainly not every woman. I'm 
just this woman with only so 
many hours in a day and only 
so much energy to make them 
all count. Who am I to deny 
that I am perfectly worthy of 
receiving just as much of me 
as I give to others? That's a 
truth with which I try-and 
fail-to negotiate on a daily 
basis. 
Despite the demands of the 
outside world, we are consis-
tently in control of our imme-
diate world-and perhaps the 
true nature of our immediate 
world is that it's ever-chang-
ing. There are no constants. 
However, rather than siphon-
ing out the things that cause 
us anxiety, maybe it's all 
about remembering to hold 
fast to the things that help 
us heal quickly. Maybe it's 
about reserving our right to 
cling to anything that gives 
us the strength to keep giv-
ing to a world that won't 
always take what we have to 
offer. Maybe it's about being 
brave enough to trade cram 
sessions for hour-long chats 
and sleepless nights for the 
occasional power nap . It's 
true-everyone and every-
thing can't come along for the 
ride-but a pit stop or two 
never hurt anybody. 
Seniors suffer the stress of graduate school and job applications 
CHANEL PALACIOS '14 
SENIOR EDITOR 
Now is probably a good 
time for seniors to start freak-
ing out about what to do after 
graduation. Seniors are get-
ting emails about senior rings, 
senior portraits, degree appli-
cations, and more. Seniors 
can't just focus on classes any-
more. There are job searches 
or graduate school applica-
tions. 
Either way, it's a lot of 
pressure. I'm going to focus on 
the graduate school applica-
tion process because that is 
more stressful for me. At least 
for seniors, if we don't get a 
job offer right away, we can 
blame it on the economy. It's 
nothing personal. Graduate 
school applications are entire-
ly different. 
They are looking at your 
grades, your jobs, your letters 
of recommendation, your per-
sonal statement, and your 
writing samples. All this 
needs to be looked at before 
programs decide if they like 
you or not. It's similar to 
undergraduate applications. 
Try and show your stuff quick-
ly and in the best way possi-
ble. No pressure. 
So far, the process is still 
like the undergraduate appli-
cation process. You need let-
ters, scores, and GPA. The dif-
ferences are still there. For 
instance, some programs 
require the GRE. It's like the 
SAT, but-while the SAT is 
about 50 dollars-the GRE is 
a nice 185 dollars. Haven't 
Graduate school[s] ... 
are looking at your grades, 
your jobs, your letters of 
recommendation, your per-
sonal statement, and your 
writing samples. All this 
needs to be looked at 
before programs decide if 
they like you or not. It's 
similar to undergraduate 
applications. 
they heard of students eating 
cup noodles for weeks on end? 
It's pretty pricey. The good 
news is that not all programs 
require it. Some may require 
it for the university's require-
ments, but m reality don't 
care about them. 
My fingers are crossed that 
the programs I'm applying to 
are like that. Then there's the 
letter of recommendation. No 
offense to high school, but pro-
fessors seem a tad bit more 
busy nowadays and getting 
them to get those in on time is 
no easy feat from what I hear. 
Back in high school, it seemed 
like I could apply to a handful 
of schools and surely at least 
one school would accept me. 
It's not quite that easy any-
more. It's even more competi-
tive. It's fighting for the last 
piece of turkey on 
Thanksgiving. You've already 
had your share, but you need 
just a little bit more. My 
apologies to the vegans and 
vegetarians out there. 
Substitute your own analogy. 
The point is that we're getting 
thrown back into the applica-
tion process, whether it's for 
graduate school or for a 
career. 
I have just gained more 
respect for freshmen. 
Everyone thinks it's the easi-
est year because classes are 
definitely lighter. However, 
they've just come out of the 
whole application process. 
They've earned the freedom to 
enjoy freshman year without a 
ton of stress . Except for sci-
ence majors. Sorry guys. I for-
got what the process was like, 
and now all the stress is com -
ing back with a vengeance. I 
can't cruise through my whole 
senior year anymore and 
(even better) the applications 
are twice the cost. Apparently 
no one got the whole broke col-
lege student thing. They tell 
me this is what life is like. It's 
pressure, not enough hours in 
the day, and a lot of caffeine. 
It's a hell of a lot of fun , 
though. 
For you job seekers, or peo-
ple who just really cannot 
There's never really a 
moment of downtime. All I 
can say about the hectic 
schedule is that seniors are 
going to really enjoy their 
last winter break. Let's get 
together and commiserate. 
Or celebrate getting it all 
done. And then figure out 
jobs. And then figure out 
real life. 
handle any more schooling, 
kudos to you for being brave 
enough to get into the world of 
employment. Or unemploy-
ment. Whatever floats your 
boat. 
Granted I'm not applying 
to graduate school to avoid 
seeking employment, it sure 
would be a nice perk to get to 
delay it a little bit more. Get 
your resumes in order, stretch 
the truth a whole lot to make 
yourself seem more qualified, 
and work on your handshakes. 
We can't get away with wimpy 
handshakes anymore. People 
judge your handshake just as 
much as your shirt. No fist 
bumps until you get the job. 
Whatever path seniors are 
taking, it's going to be stress-
ful. I know graduate school 
and careers aren't the only 
paths (and God bless whoever 
can take time off to do noth-
ing), but applying to anything 
will always be stressful. 
I wish I were applying to 
undergraduate school agam. 
This is nostalgic writing. It's a 
plea to my fellow seniors to 
get all their things together 
and get ready to crush this 
next month. Most applications 
are due in early December 
and, since Homecoming and 
Thanksgiving are coming up, 
there's only so much time to 
get everything done on top of 
class work. Get some red bull, 
get some coffee, and try to 
sleep over Thanksgiving 
because finals start once these 
applications end. There's 
never really a moment of 
downtime. All I can say about 
the hectic schedule is that 
seniors are going to really 
enjoy their last winter break. 
Let's get together and com-
miserate. Or celebrate getting 
it all done. And then figure 
out jobs. And then figure out 
real life. 
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Writing essays sheds light on who we are and what we believe 
FORREST ROBINETTE '16 
OPINIONS EDITOR 
Last week, a professor of 
mine asked our class, "Why 
do we write essays?" It was a 
question I had never put 
much thought into up until 
that point. I suppose my most 
immediate answer would be, 
"because we are told to ." 
Teachers and professors 
assign essays and we com -
plete them because we want 
to pass the course . 
However, with his com-
ment my professor was get-
ting at a much more impor-
tant question about the value 
of writing essays. What 
instructional purpose does 
essay writing serve? What do 
we take away from it? My 
professor argued that writing 
is a means of finding one's 
identity. It is through essays 
and other written assign-
ments that we form our views 
However, with his com-
m ent my professor was get-
ting at a much more impor-
t ant question about the 
value of writing essays 
about the world, about oth-
ers, and about ourselves. 
I was partially skeptical of 
this claim because I know 
that I have completed many 
written assignments over the 
years that I would not char-
acterize as meaningful in any 
way. High school AP tests 
sprung immediately to mind. 
I have a particularly vivid 
and traumatic memory of the 
writing portion of the AP U.S. 
History exam. I remember 
desperately trying to recall 
everything I learned about 
Richard Nixon and then 
scribbling as many words 
. onto the page as I could 
before the proctor said "time's 
up." I would hardly charac-
terize that essay as "mean-
ingful writing." 
In high school, I also 
remember in-class essays in 
which our teacher told us to 
.resort to bullet points in lieu 
of complete sentences if we 
knew we weren't going to fin -
.ish by the end of class. This 
kind of "under the gun" writ-
ing, in my opinion, does not 
help us find our identity. It is 
·just about the regurgitation 
of facts in an essay format. It 
is no different from a test in 
that way. For me, in-class 
writing accomplishes nothing 
because students aren't even 
·given adequate time to organ-
ize their thoughts. 
When my professor 
described writing as a kind of 
self-discovery, I believe he 
was not referring to stressful 
writing assignments such as 
in-class essays . Instead, I 
think he was describing writ-
ing assignments that allow a 
student to explore a subject 
( 
cw 
COURTESTY OF: nancygoldman.com 
Writing at the college level can become a more reflective process rather than just a formulaic process that is engrained into our minds during middle and high school. 
that they are passionate has no real voice and is I will not go so far as to ever career you choose, the 
about. And I think that the denied the opportunity to be argue that essay writing ability to persuade someone 
vast majority of professors at creative. The writer is simply should be fun. However, I will of the validity of your ideas is 
Trinity embrace this kind of following a predetermined say that essay writing can be sure to be a valuable skill. 
writing assignments . Many of formula . extremely useful. Above all, Essay writing helps you 
my professors thus far have When I first arrived at an essay is an act of persua- organize your ideas and pres-
encouraged me to develop a Trinity, I had to work very ent them in a way that is 
connection to my subject. hard to break out of the five- understandable and clear to 
When a student is passionate paragraph format that had Aside from developing others . 
about what they are writing been drilled into my mind in one's career skills, writing Aside from developing 
about, the writing does hig;h school. J3ad high school allows us to make sense of one's career skills, writing 
become a kind of exploration writing instruction cripples our thoughts, our views, allows us to make sense of 
into one's own mind. many students as they enter and our values . I think my our thoughts, our views, and 
When my professor 
described writing as a kind 
of self-discovery, I believe 
he was not referring to 
stressful writing assign-
ments such as in-class 
essays. Instead, I think he 
was describing writing 
assignments that allow a 
student to explore a sub-
ject that they are passion-
ate about . 
I imagine that this atti-
tude towards writing might 
be a little laughable to some 
students. It does seem quite 
idealistic. I know there are 
many students who detest 
writing essays . I've heard 
many of my peers say that 
they would always rather 
take a test. I think many stu -
dents feel this way because 
essay writing is often taught 
so poorly. I was first intro· 
duced to the essay in middle 
school. 
I was taught an extremely 
strict and formulaic way of 
writing. There were so many 
rules , which made my writing 
rigid and boring. I was told, 
"start with your universal 
statement," "insert three 
quotes per paragraph," and 
"restate your thesis in your 
conclusion." When we deviat· 
ed from these rules, our 
grades were lowered. In this 
kind of writing, the writer 
college and it gives them a professor was right to our values. I think my profes-
negative attitude towards describe writing in the way sor was right to describe 
writing. During my first that he did. It is an act of writing in the way that he 
semester here, I had to exploration. It forces us to did. It is an act of explo-
unlearn much of wh at I was put our thoughts into ration. It forces us to put our 
taught in high school in order words and make sense of thou ghts into words and 
to succeed academically. And them. make sense of them. High 
I think many students go school writing instruction 
through a similarly difficult (and some college writing 
transition. It is for this rea- sion. You must persuade your instruction) needs an over-
son that I think so few stu- professor that you have some- haul to help students view 
dents would describe writing thing of value to say. In what- writing in this way. 
as a process of "self-discov-
ery." For most, it is a boring 
and unpleasant chore that we 
have suffered through during 
our time in academia. 
Thankfully, there are so 
many good professors here at 
Trinity who help us break out 
of the high school writing 
stigma. I cannot think of an 
essay that I have written 
During my first semes-
ter here, I had to unlearn 
much of what I was taught 
in high school in order to 
succeed academically. And 
I think many students go 
through a similarly diffi-
cult transition. 
here at Trinity that I would 
describe as tedious. This is 
because all of my professors 
have focused on my ideas and 
my ability to communicate 
those ideas. In an ideal 
world, that is what essay 
writing should consist of. 
COURTESTY OF: amputeecoalition.org 
Professors want students to take a different appraoch to how they view writing essays. 
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Teach for America seeks top college graduates to work in schools 
continued from page 1 
build a resume, whether or 
not the person stays in teach-
ing. And in a bad economy, it's 
a two-year job guarantee with 
a good paycheck; members 
earn a beginning teacher's 
salary in the districts where 
they're placed." 
Teach for America believes 
that transformational schools 
can exist in every neighbor-
hood, and looks for individuals 
who show leadership poten-
tial, perseverance in the face 
of challenges, and ability to 
adapt to changing environ-
ments. "It is a pioneer in the 
field. [TFA] makes it easy to 
get involved and portray a 
great mission that is easy to 
get behind," said Josh 
Goldenberg '14. 
Shanese Caton '14, TFA 
Intern and Campaign 
Coordinator, spreads the word 
about TFA through presenta-
tions, student organization, 
information sessions, and 
movie screenings. She stresses 
that TFA corp members are 
strong leaders who continue to 
work against educational 
inequity after they move on 
from TFA. "The work never 
stops - everyone is working 
towards giving children access 
to the lives they want. And 
what they want is what every 
hardworking individual in 
this country wants - to achieve 
the American Dream without 
barriers," Caton said. 
Be it urban or rural, small 
towns or large, disparities in 
education exist throughout 
the country. Teach For 
America works with 48 region-
al offices spread across the 
country to assign corps mem -
hers to high-need areas. 
Currently, high-priority 
''IMPROVING 
SCHOOL 
SYSTEMS AND 
VIBRANT CITIES 
GO HAND 
IN HAND.'' 
- U.S. SECRETARY OF EDUCATION, 
ARNE DUNCAN 
COURTESY OF: http://facebook.com/teachforamerica 
Teach for America, a national non-profit, hires promising college graduates to help rebuild America's inner-city schools. 
regions include Las Vegas 
Valley, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi, Detroit, and 
Memphis. 
"Rather than giving money 
or talking about how unfortu-
nate it is that some students 
do not have the resources and 
opportunities to succeed, 
Teach For America gives grad-
uating seniors the space to 
actually work with students to 
help them achieve success 
despite their circumstances," 
Caton said. 
Recruiting season has 
already begun with frequent 
visits to college campuses, and 
in the 2013-14 school year, 
more than 10,000 corps mem-
bers will teach 750,000 stu-
dents in 48 regions across the 
country. Admission to Teach 
For America is highly selec-
tive, with the acceptance rate 
over the past three years aver-
aging below 15 percent. 
Alneada Biggers, Harvard 
Class of 2010, couldn't believe 
how few of her classmates got 
accepted to TFA. "This wasn't 
last minute, and they'd been 
student leaders and volun-
teered," Biggers said. To be 
accepted by Teach for 
America, applicants must sur-
vive an extensive process, 
with thousands of cuts at each 
step. The process includes a 
lengthy online application, a 
phone interview, a presenta-
tion of a lesson plan, a person-
al interview, a written test, 
and a monitored group discus-
sion with several other appli-
cants. Lydia Kay '13, however, 
had a very positive experience 
with the application process. 
"After I applied, I heard less 
than a week later that I made 
it onto the final interview. It 
was a group of 12 of us and we 
were all very supportive of 
each other. Obviously it was 
stressful, but TFA did a great 
job of making the whole expe-
rience as positive as possible. 
They definitely make sure 
you're really committed while 
applying," Kay said. 
Teach for America has also 
been faced with criticism and 
controversy on behalf of its 
training methods, specifically 
TFA's approach to teacher 
preparation of five weeks' 
training before placing 
recruits in front of students. 
Many think recruits aren't 
ready for the challenge of 
teaching solo in a classroom 
for the first time with such lit-
tle preparation for the real 
world. 
Denise Specht, president of 
Education Minnesota, the 
state's largest teaching union, 
says that career teachers 
"value experience" whereas 
TFA "equates enthusiasm 
with experience". TFA's tem-
porary nature of two years, to 
some, seems a "quick fix" for 
the larger problem of low 
teacher pay and low perform-
ing education programs. 
As many American college 
graduates see teaching as a 
low-paying career with little 
stability, most students 
enrolled in four-year teaching 
programs have graduated in 
the bottom half of their class. 
Teach for America works to 
address this problem by pro-
viding a temporary solution 
and putting undergraduates 
from top schools into needed 
areas to provide top quality 
education. 
In a perfect world, teaching 
would attract enough high 
quality students that TFA 
would no longer serve a pur-
pose. However, until then, 
TFA is a positive force that 
helps improve education 
throughout the country and 
help low-income students live 
a better future. 
WANT TO SEE YOUR NAME IN INK? 
THEN WRITE 
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MasterCard program brings talented African students to Trinity 
SONJAY SINGH '15 
NEWS EDITOR 
Adapted via Ka thy Andrews 
Trinity College has been 
working closely with the 
MasterCard Foundation this 
year to provide an innovative 
scholarship to young people 
from Africa who excel academ-
ically. The MasterCard 
Foundation, through its Young 
Scholars program, diverts 
funding to help young scholars 
build the skills they need to 
participate in the global econo-
my. This year, the foundation 
has committed to a $715,000 
contribution over seven years 
to continue bringing excellent 
African scholars to the college. 
This funding goes towards 
tuition as well as expenses not 
covered by financial aid, 
including travel, visas, and 
computers and is subsidized 
by Trinity's own scholarship 
program and network of men-
torship and peer structures. 
Chosen due to its ongoing 
affiliation with the African 
Leadership Academy, a resi-
dential "pan-African second-
ary institution" outside of 
Jonestown, South Africa. 
Trinity College has demon-
strated the ability to support 
and educate foreign students 
in the past. As a result, it was 
selected alongside eight other 
partner institutions to help 
support the MasterCard pilot 
COURTESY OF: Kathy Andrews, Director of Advancement Communications 
Abdirahman Abdilahi '17, Fatty Al-Ansar '17, Tracy Keza '17, Miriam Atuya '16 and Eddy Oketch '15, the current scholars. 
program. Institutions were 
selected based on both their 
ability to nurture students 
coming from abroad and their 
compatibility with incoming 
students' academic goals. 
Trinity College accepted its 
new class of MasterCard 
Foundation Scholars this year 
with Abdirahman "Nasri" 
Abdilahi '17, Fatty Al-Ansar 
'17, and Tracy Keza '17 joining 
last year's MasterCard schol-
ars Miriam Atuya '16 and 
Eddy Oketch '15. 
The MasterCard 
Foundation Scholars Program 
aims to put out students dedi-
cated to civic and global 
engagement as well as aca -
demic development. "More 
than scholarships, this is Trinity to have a role in the 
about developing next-genera- education of these future lead-
tion leaders who will return to ers is huge." 
Africa and make a difference "The Scholars contribute 
in their communities," says greatly to Trinity's academic 
Deepali Khanna, director of and intellectual community," 
youth learning at The says Garth Myers, a Paul E. 
MasterCard Foundation. Raether Distinguished 
"This program from The Professor of Urban 
for one lecture on governance 
in Nairobi, Kenya." 
As a victim of post-election 
violence in 2008, Oketch was 
concerned with preventing 
such violence and started a 
non-governmental organiza-
tion which was instrumental 
in stemming outbreaks in the 
most recent a government. 
Oketch was also invited last 
year to moderate a panel dis-
cussion for world leaders at 
the G8 Summit at Camp David 
and was even recognized by 
Youth Village Africa as one of 
the thirty most inspirational 
young people on the African 
continent. 
"All students benefit from 
having a diverse community of 
learners," says Associate 
Professor of Political Science 
Stefanie Chambers, who has 
also enjoyed the presence of 
MasterCard Foundation 
Scholars in her own classes. 
"They contribute a different 
point of view on what we do in 
the U.S. and what they see in 
their own countries' political 
systems." 
Chambers, also traveled to 
Kenya this summer for a 
MasterCard conference and is 
pleased with the work that the 
College and Foundation have 
done saying: "These are young 
people with incredible leader-
ship potential who are going to 
make wonderful contributions 
in their own countries." 
MasterCard Foundation International Studies. "The 
increases our ability to reach MasterCard Foundation 
out to international students, Scholars are among the best 
enhances the classroom expe- students we have. They come 
rience, and makes Trinity a here with the ability to think 
better place," says Mandi globally and hit the ground 
Haines, Associate Director of running. I've been a benefici-
Admissions at Trinity. "Plus, ary as a professor because they 
demographically, the African contribute so much to my 
continent is so young-the classroom. In my 'African 
future of the whole continent Cities' class, I actually turned 
is so dependent on youth. For the class over to Eddy Oketch 
.---~~~~~~~~~~---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--. 
News In Brief 
SAC admits to insider trading 
SAC, a major Wall Street firm 
charged with criminal conduct, pleaded 
guilty to insider trading violations this 
past Monday, November 4. SAC will 
face a record $1.2 billion dollar penalty, 
as well as a five-year probation on their 
fund. This case could lead to other sim -
ilar actions against Wall Street compa-
nies. George Venizelos, an assistant 
director at the FBI, said that SAC's 
plea proves that "cheating and break-
ing the law" were allowed to persist. 
CCSU campus locked down 
Nearby Connecticut College State 
University was recently shut down 
after a student was seen wearing 
camoflague, body armor and tinted gog-
gles with a katana strapped to his back. 
The suspect, David Kyem, a senior and 
faculty member's son cooperated with 
authority and was taken into custody 
for a breach of peace and a three-hour 
search. He claims that it was just a 
Halloween costume. 
HealthCare.gov still problematic 
The ObamaCare site has continued 
to exhibit problems with millions 
unable to search it and random periods 
spent offline. New findings show that 
although it was rated as a high-securi-
ty risk, the administration waived 
requirements to allow it through on-
schedule. Media reports have also crit-
icized the number of plans and price of 
plans currently available. 
Fatal shooting at LAX airport 
Paul Cianca, a 23-year-old 
California resident opened fire at the 
Lose Angeles airport last week, killing 
one TSA officer and wounding others. 
Although motives have not yet been 
fully discovered, the shooter who has 
apparently been grappling with 
depression seemed to redard the TSA 
as traitors and wanted to place fear 
into their minds. Cianca has now 
been taken into custody and awaits 
trial. 
Koch pipeline spills crude oil 
A pipeline owned by Koch Pipeline 
Co. spilled crude oil in Southeast 
Texas last week from an 8-inch pipe 
delivering to Corpus Christi, TX. The 
spill amounted to 400 barrels or 
roughly 17,000 gallons of crude oil. 
Although the spill has now been con -
tained, it affected two overflow reser-
voirs and a private pond which are 
unused by the public as well as 100 by 
25 yards or ground, 
Gay rights bill advances 
A bill to outlaw workplace discrim-
ination against gay, lesbian and bisex-
ual workers advanced as seven 
Republic~ns crossed party lines to 
debate the proposal amid religious 
concerns. This is the first time since 
1996 that the Senate will debate such 
a bill and is also the first such bill 
that extends protection to transgen-
dered individuals. 
Intercollegiate 
Update 
Middlebury College 
Four faculty members at 
Middlebury were recently honored 
for Staff Recognition Awards at 
Middlebury College. Margaret 
Burns, Nancy Parsons, Tom 
Sheluga and Mary Carr Stanley, all 
support staff members will be rec-
ognized for leadership, steward-
ship, attitude and service. 
Bowdoin College 
Patrick H. Dempsey, Bowdoin 
College c/ o 2013 appeared on the 
Ellen Show with Ellen Degeneres last 
week. Dempsey portrays Dr. 
"McDreamy" Shephard on "Grey's 
Anatomy," a fictional Bowdoin grad-
uate and is well known for his philan-
thropic work in Maine. He recieved 
an honorary degree last year. 
Dartmouth College 
Dartmouth College has begun 
reevaluating the future use of $150-
million North Campus Academic 
Center according to VP president 
of facilities Bill Anderson. 
Construction has stalled since 
2012, leaving the team unable to 
finish building by the projected 
2015 date. 
Connecticut College 
Connecticut College was locked 
down on Monday after reports of a 
potential shooter were called in. 
There was no real threat as the only 
person identified was simply wearing 
camoflague, an action apparently dis-
comforting to the students of 
Connecticut College. President Jack 
Miller expressed his relief in the wake. 
Yale University 
The Brentano String Quartet 
was appointed the new faculty 
quartet-in-residence at Yale 
University replacing the old Tokyo 
quartet . The quartet will help to 
serve future music majors and 
string artists in developing their 
craft as well as performing at 
University events. 
Colby College 
Constantly dedicated to main-
taining a green--campus, Colby 
became one of only four carbon-
neutral campuses in the country, 
Colby will continue pursuing 
other environmentally-friendly 
goals by turning to biomass rather 
than oil and expanding its envi-
ronmental education. 
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Trinity's International House hosts its annual Diwali celebration 
KRISTINA XIE '16 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
This past Friday, November 1 
was the annual celebration of 
Diwali, hosted by the 
International House CT-House) 
in collaboration with the Asian 
American Student Assotiation 
(AASA), La Vos Latina (LVL), 
Promoting Respect for Inclusive 
Diversity in Education 
(PRIDE), College Squash 
Association (CSA), Muslim 
Students Association (MSA), 
Interfaith House, and House of 
Peace 
Diwali, or the "Festival of 
Lights," is one of the most 
famous Hindu holidays, com-
memorating Lakshmi, the god-
dess of wealth. In places such as 
India and Trinidad and Tobago, 
families decorate their homes 
with lights to help Lakshmi 
navigate her way and bless 
them with a prosperous year. 
Diwali is always celebrated on 
the first Friday of November. 
To prepare for Trinity's cele-
bration of Diwali, the mundane 
Washington Room was trans-
formed into a Bollywood and 
Moroccan-themed paradise with 
lights that surrounded the 
entire room. To add to the decor, 
there were posters of Hindu 
gods, Henna and bangles sta -
tion, along with red tablecloths 
to tie the theme all together. 
The savory smells of paneer, 
naan and chicken masala from 
local restaurant Bombay Olive 
COURTESY OF: Kristina Xie '16 
Trinity's International House hosted the annual celebration of Diwali, which turned out to be a night of dancing and fun. 
wafted as quickly into the room 
as guests arrived for the cele-
bration. 
''The food was very flavorful 
and spicy. It made me miss my 
mom's home cooking," said 
Sonjay Singh '15. 
''This is one of the biggest and 
most rewarding events for the I· 
house!" exclaimed Mona Deng 
'16, an I-House E-Board mem-
ber. The set up took around 
three hours prior to the event, 
with the help of members from 
other organizations. 
The opening event was a 
presentation given by Gaurav 
Inder '15 on the historical 
importance of Diwali. He invit-
ed members of the audience to 
come on stage to say Diwali in 
their native tongue. But the 
most entertaining moment was 
when Abhilash Prasann '16 
spoke of the time he accidental-
ly light a women's sari on fire 
when he was a child. Diwali is 
filled with excitement, accord-
ing to Prasann. Pratistha 
Shakya '15, another E-Board 
member for the I-House, shared 
an anecdote about her memo-
ries back home. She revealed 
that for her family, the holiday 
is spent intensively cleaning 
"places that haven't been 
cleaned for a long time." 
Whichever way people chose to 
celebrate Diwali, it is always 
filled with food, festivities, 
exchange of gifts and family 
bonding. 
thetrinitytripod@gmail.com 
@TheTrinTripod 
The event ended on a classic 
I-House note: dancing to the 
tunes of Bollywood music. I-
House board members encour-
aged guests to get up and dance. 
A circle of students and faculty 
members formed, all dancing 
and improvising Indian dance 
moves. The event was a success 
based on the number of stu-
dents who eagerly arrived. 
There was a great mixture of 
international and American stu-
dents from all classes. Present 
among faculty members were 
Dean of Students Frederick 
Alford and Associate Dean of 
Students Ann Reuman, who 
chatted with guest and enjoyed 
some of Bombay Olive's 
delights. 
Although our campus cele-
bration ended, it does not neces-
sarily mean your Diwali festivi-
ties has end too. The I-House 
gave the Trinity College commu-
nity a two-hour micro glimpse of 
what the typical holiday is like. 
We can continue to celebrate for 
another four days, honoring all 
the Hindu gods and devouring 
all Bombay Olive's specialties 
and of course, dessert! 
The next biggest event for the 
cultural house is Chinese's New 
Year, "We can't wait to put on 
another great event for Trinity!" 
exclaimed Jahnavi Shah '15. 
Until next time, be sure to 
attend I-House's weekly events 
and activities, promoting diver-
sity and welcoming students 
from around the world! 
F'EATURES 
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At Trinity and around the world: Trinity student receives purple heart 
Continued from page 1 
I had never felt . You will never have 
an adrenaline rush that can compare 
to it so, after that you knew what to 
expect." In that moment he explains 
that, "you never know what you were 
going to feel, [getting injured] hap-
pened very quickly to me." 
In order to be awarded or consid-
ered for a Purple Heart, one must be 
"part of the armed forces of the United 
States [and] be wounded by an instru-
ment of war in the hands of the 
enemy." Martin's road to earning this 
honor was not an easy one. He 
explains, "I got hit by a roadside 
bomb ... ! was knocked out and had 
superficial cuts and injuries. My left 
ear [was injured]." He states, "I just 
remember waking up and seeing my 
legs and arms. It was the most reliev-
ing moment in my entire life and it 
was also the happiest moment. I was-
n't sad, I was very happy." After going 
through such an experience, Martin 
says he now feels invincible, and sur-
viving such an injury made him feel 
fearless. He states, "I believed that at 
20 I was untouchable [and I still do] 
until proven otherwise." 
Martin also had an immense 
amount of support from his family and 
friends . "I have never met more gener-
ous people than my family and friends 
back home. It made [everything] worth 
it. I used to get packages every other 
day after getting hurt," he describes. 
After receiving his injury, Martin 
mentions that he did not consider sub-
mitting forms for a Purple Heart. He 
COURTESY OF theday.com 
After spending 11 months in Afghanistan and being awarded a purple heart, Martin is enjoying his time at Trinity getting the chance to just be a student. 
says, "I didn't think much of it until I 
was talking to a command major and 
he talked to me ... very powerful[ly and 
said, 'Do you know these will be passed 
down your family?' That's when it 
actually hit me," he says. Upon hear-
ing this, Martin decided to go through 
with applying. It was a long process, 
particularly with endless doctor 
reviews. However on Christmas Eve, 
Martin was greeted with an extraordi-
nary gift-a Purple Heart award. New 
at Trinity, Martin says, "I'm just real-
ly happy to be a college kid and that's 
all I really want to be. Just want to be 
here getting good grades and being 
happy." 
Though only a sophomore, his 
favorite parts of Trinity already are 
football and the academics, which both 
provide many opportunities for him to 
succeed. While he has no set plans for 
his future, aside from enjoying life, he 
is considering a major in American 
Studies. 
To people considering joining the 
armed forces, he advises, "you better 
really want to do it, it's a binding con-
tract. You can't flunk out or drop out 
[and] it'll be the biggest commitment 
of your life. Be sure it's what you 
want." 
Despite his cautionary words, he 
encourages people to go after what 
they really want. Having this positive 
attitude, regardless of his difficult 
experiences, Martin shows us that 
when you have a dream, it's never too 
late to start. 
"Although experiences are diffi-
cult .. .in life if there's anything you 
want and you really want it just go do 
it. Don't give it a half thought, just do 
it and good things will happen," he 
says. 
The Food Dudes: J. Rene offers a warm space with delicious coffee 
SOPHIE KATZMAN '14 
GEORGINA THERMOS '14 
STAFF WRITERS 
The Food Dudes have recently 
been reminiscing on their days abroad 
in Barcelona. Their favorite part of 
the day was sitting in a cafe for hours 
in the afternoon, watching the 
passersby and enjoying their cappucci-
nos. Since they've been back at Trinity 
they've realized cafes or coffee shops 
are what's missing in this city-or 
there are just not enough of them. 
They aren't talking about Dunkin 
Donuts or Starbucks, no-they mean 
the real deal: lightly dimmed rooms 
with community styled tables, and of 
course, the comfy couches to nestle in 
with a good book. 
For all of you out there who are 
looking for a cozy nook, other than the 
Underground, we have found just the 
place. Take a moment out of your day 
to escape to J. Rene. Located in West 
Hartford, it stands on Park Road, right 
across from Quaker Diner and A Little 
Something Bakery. J. Rene is a beau-
tifully serene cafe. It is an intimate 
space, displaying their collection of 
coffee roasters, afterburners and pro-
file roasters. This display shows their 
customers how fresh their coffee is . 
All of their coffee is made from these 
roasters and their smaller profile 
roaster is specifically meant to experi-
ment with new flavors. 
The interior design of the cafe is 
modernly sophisticated. With chic 
lighting structures dangling at differ-
COURTESY OF yelp.com 
J. Rene offers a wide variety of coffees from around the world along with tasty baked goods that can be enjoyed in a warm, inviting atmosphere just minutes from campus. 
ent heights from the ceiling and rich 
mahogany floors, a calm vibe emanates 
from the room. The community styled 
counters and tables encourage socializ-
ing. Smaller tables with stainless steel-
esque chairs are conducive to informal 
meetings or friendly get-togethers. The 
counter faces the front of the store and 
the window outside. Currently, there is 
a colorful view of the autumn leaves 
falling off the trees. Behind the counter, 
is a contemporary set-up. There are two 
black screens representing the menu in 
a typewriter block font. All of their cof-
fee instruments are visible, making it 
an interactive experience for the cus-
tomer. 
J. Rene is named after the owner of 
the coffee shop, Jose Rene Martinez 
Onofre. Having a Puerto Rican back-
ground, coffee is a huge part of his cul-
ture. In opening this shop a little over a 
year ago, he has been able to bring the 
social aspect of a cafe to the Hartford 
community. 
The menu is simple and classic. It 
is authentic without a doubt, offering 
the most original coffee for true coffee 
lovers. They have a few different house 
blends, lattes, cappuccinos, mochas, 
macchiatos and Italian sodas. They also 
offer a small variety of sweet treats, 
which vary day to day. These treats 
include: apple-walnut bread, biscottis, 
and even traditional French macaroons. 
Each of us ordered a cappuccino just 
like the old days in Barcelona. Sophie 
had hers with soymilk, while Georgina 
went with the standard option of regu-
lar milk. Both girls were satisfied with 
their warm beverage on a chilly fall day. 
J. Rene is open Monday thru 
Thursday 7am-6pm, Friday 7am-9pm, 
Saturday 7am-6pm, and Sunday 7am-
3pm. Come stop by and grab yourself a 
cup of coffee or bring your books for a 
quiet place to study. Customers also 
have the opportunity to purchase to-go 
bags of their many flavors of coffee 
beans brought from Brazil, Ethiopia, 
Mexico, and Guatemala to name a few. 
Especially in the coming winter months, 
J. Rene can be the perfect place for your 
daily coffee buzz. 
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Activities 
l. Atrend the Football game 
2. Cnjo9 the music at the halftime show 
J. Go t.o the Move.able Joints! & Pipes show 
t . Attend Salsa~Ren~e 
5. Catch up with visiting alumni 
6. Cat chili with the Long Walk Soc~ 
J. Take a picture with the Bantam 
8. BBQ with friends before the games 
9. Dres.s in 9oor favorite blue & _yellow T rin~ attire 
lO. Show graduates the new Vernon Social 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• 
WRITE 
fc9R 
ff A TURES!! 
Co-ntact: 
J~ Sander~ '1'+ 
(jcu;queU.1&~~~~ 
ANV 
Naftille, W~ '14 
(natali&w-~ed,.u;) 
Monsters at the Mill proves to be a successful, frightening event~ 
STEPHEN CHASE '14 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
On Friday, November 4 The Mill, 
the student arts collective at Trinity 
College, hosted the first-ever 
''Monsters at the Mill" event. It includ-
ed a Halloween concert and a haunted 
house. 
The Mill is a diverse group of cre-
ative students committed to enhanc-
ing the social climate at Trinity 
College. As a group representing the 
myriad of social niches on campus, we 
actively seek new opportunities to pro-
mote themes of creativity, innovation 
and passion. The goal is to unify a 
vibrant and eclectic student body and 
improve social culture by fostering the 
student arts. As a venue, The Mill 
enables creative expression, artistic 
collaboration and innovative thought. 
The event began at 5:00 PM with 
student DJ Connor Proctor '14 per-
forming on the back deck as students 
played candy pong and enjoyed food 
provided by Domino's Pizza and 
Bombay Olive. Students flcoked to the 
house to enjoy good music, food, and 
the spooky Mill members dressed in 
their best Halloween attire. The 
seven-hour event included a haunted 
house and ended with a concert featur-
ing the Micks. 
Over the past two weeks leading 
up to the event, Mill members worked 
to convert the house, located at 79 
Vernon, into a haunted house, black-
ing out windows and designing a 
spooky maze through eight different 
rooms on two floors of the house. 
At 8:00 PM, Trinity students began 
filtering through the house as Mill 
members; dressed in their scariest out-
fits, scared those who dared enter the 
house by grabbing at their feet and 
jumping out of dark corners. 
Makeup artist and Trinity student 
Briana Calcagno '14 converted many 
Mill member's faces into bloody and 
scarred zombies. Calcagno was able to 
achieve the realistic effect of blood by 
using chocolate syrup and red food 
dye. She used the fake blood to place 
scars and bloody gashes on the mem -
hers' faces. In addition, Calcagno 
dressed in similar attire and walked 
up and down Vernon Street scaring 
passersby, encouraging them to attend 
the spooky house. The Mill's newly 
renovated recording studio was among 
the scariest rooms as blood covered 
zombies appeared from behind the 
glass. 
At around 10:30 PM, as th~ final 
groups were filtering through the 
haunted house, the indoor concert fea-
turing The Micks began. The Brooklyn 
based group describe themselves as "a 
bunch of friends from Brooklyn who 
like to hang and play music together." 
The group of four friends released 
their EP titled "Brooklyn Bound" in 
March of 2013. Band member Ebban 
Maeda is a current student at Trinity 
College. For over two hours, the rock 
group of four friends performed to a 
large crowd, which filled the Mill's 
venue space. Check out their music 
and more information about the band 
on their website www.themicks.band-
camp.com/. 
The Mill co-presidents Louise 
Balsmeyer '14 and Allison Cazalet '14 
were pleased with the success of the 
Mill's largest event of the semester, 
stating they hope this becomes a new 
Halloween tradition at Trinity. 
COURTESY OF Abbey Schlangen '16 
A crowd of students dres.5ed in Halloween attire gathered to watch The Micks preform at 'Monsters At The Mill.' 
COURTESY OF Stephen Chase '14 
Mill C.O.Presidents Balsmt¥!1" '14 and Oualet '14 navigated the Haunted HOU5e to scare other students in attendance. 
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Trendy Trinity: A trip to New York proves size shouldn't matter 
BENJAMIN CHAIT '16 
STAFF WRITER 
On a recent trip to New York I hap-
pened to go for a walk along Fifth Avenue. 
Only a few blocks later I was standing in 
front of the world famous windows at 
Bergdorf Goodman. The windows are 
often considered to be some of the best 
installation art around-especially con-
sidering that they get completely redone 
about 20 times a year. Currently the win-
dows are a retrospective of the red carpet 
gowns designed by Giorgio Armani for 
Armani Prive. Gowns worn by Camilla 
Belle, Jennifer Lopez, Jessica Chastain, 
and Zoe Saldana were only some of the 
dresses featured in the exhibition. The 
opportunity to study the cut, shape, and 
beadwork was certainly one to be taken, 
which was why I was saddened when I 
later thought about the collection of dress-
es chosen and who was wearing them. 
The window displays got me thinking 
about size and color. Two of the dresses, 
Anne Hathaway's gown for the 2009 acad-
emy awards and Zoe Saldana's gown for 
the 2012 Cannes Film festival, were 
noticeably too small for the mannequins 
and only two dresses worn by non-white 
celebrities were featured. It was quite sad 
to think about the hundreds of thousands 
of eyes that will look into those windows 
and get a very limited idea of what is con-
sidered beautiful, especially considering 
that none of the high-profile custom 
gowns made for Adele were chosen to be 
presented. 
Anyone who takes fashion seriously is 
an idiot. However the fashion industry 
has a very serious role in what is consid-
ered beautiful, sexy and attractive. And 
they have, for the most part, failed in 
reflecting the real world, but we as an 
American culture have also failed-for 
the most part-in not demanding better. 
Even seemingly positive steps forward 
COURTESY OF realbeauty.com 
Adele flaunted her figure at the 2013 Grammys. 
are still halted by a certain standard of 
beauty. Though the number of non-white 
women on fashion magazine covers has 
heavily increased, most final images are 
victims to severe skin lightening during 
the retouching process (Gabourey Sidibe 
on the cover of Vogue; Aishwarya Rai on 
the cover of Elle India). Also, when most 
non size-two women are featured on cov· 
ers, they're cropped oddly or hidden under 
shapeless garments (Adele on the cover of 
Vogue; Melissa McCarthy on the cover of 
Elle). There are very few dark-skinned 
models and the whole idea of "plus-size" is 
ironically offensive. It is realistically 
impossible to have plus-size as there is no 
standard size of women to be bigger than. 
It's tragic how scared our society has 
become about widening the vocabulary of 
beauty. It's as hurtful to see this continua-
tion by the fashion world, as it is to watch 
both men and women negatively tear 
women's body shapes apart. 
But not all hope is lost. There are still 
members of the fashion elite who are 
changing and expanding the notions of 
beauty. Alber Elbaz of Lanvin has spoken 
II a 
Jti!lieetlt 
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Dear Dr. Trincest, 
I am a freshman guy and I have a 
friend that's a girl who has offered to 
do my laundry for me and help me 
study for tests whenever I ask her to. 
We are just friends , there are no 
romantic feelings there for me but I 
can't help feeling like she wants more 
out of the relationship. 
Once we were hangning out and 
she saw me doing laundry. Afterward 
she said, "I can help you with your 
laundry if you want. I don't mind." So 
naturally I thought, "Why not?" I per-
sonally hate doing laundry and she 
seemed like a chill girl. Now. almost 
weekly she stops by to do my laundry. 
She pays for it with her own Bantam 
Bucks and never asks me for any-
thing in return. Once I took her out 
to lunch off-campus to thank her but 
this made me realize we really are 
just friends. 
I am starting to feel a little guilty 
about the whole situation. I just want 
a friend and I can't tell what she 
wants. Do I tell her to stop doing ym 
laundry? What should I do? 
Sincerely, 
Clean clothed and Confused 
Dear Clean clothed and 
Confused, 
Sounds like you have an interest-
ing situation. Most freshman would 
love having someone else do their 
laundry, but I can see why you feel 
some guilt about the whole situation. 
Have you tried talking to the girl 
about it? 
This is a tough situation, I think-
that on the one hand it's nice that 
you don't have to do your laundry 
and you don't have to do anything for 
her in return. On the other hand, she 
might have alterior motives and if 
you let it go on too long she might 
become upset and realize it really is 
a one-sided relationship. 
Next time she offers to do your 
laundry try sitting her down and 
asking if she sees something more 
out of the relationship. Maybe she 
just really likes doing laundry and 
it's as much a plus for her as it is for 
you. Some might say it'd be better to 
let things go as they are until some-
thing bad happens ... like she dyes 
your white shirt red, but confronting 
the situation will probably make you 
feel better in the long run. 
Good luck! 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Trincest 
often and loudly about how he wants to 
see women of all ages and sizes wear his 
mostly un·corseted clothes. He ended his 
spring 2011 show with a group of five 
black models. Though it sounds minimal, 
it is quite a large statement compared to 
what is seen in the rest of the runway 
shows. 
Riccardo Tisci of Givenchy uses one of 
the most diverse collections of models in 
his shows. His spring 2011 couture pres-
entation featured only Asian models, who 
arguably have the hardest time breaking 
into the fashion world despite the large 
fashion markets in Asian. One of the most 
used models by Tisci is Lea T. A native of 
Brazil, Lea T. was physically born a male, 
and is the only prominent transgendered 
model in the industry. Kanye West is one 
of Riccardo Tisci's best friends, thus his 
fiancee, Kim Kardashian, is one of Tisci's 
muses. Though she doesn't exemplify the 
ideal role model, seeing a confident and 
beautiful women who isn't a size two, is 
refreshing and important for both the 
fashion and real world to see. 
Of the Spring 2014 shows, no show 
was more epic or more important than 
Rick Owens's Parisian spectacular. The 
American designer's show wasn't a typical 
fashion show, but rather a step-team 
dance performance. The women in the 
show were of all sizes, all ages and almost 
all black. The great clothes coupled with 
the dancing, the women, and the fun, was 
the most important message coming out 
of the fashion world so far in the twenty-
first century. Not only because of the com-
mentary on race and size in the fashion 
world, but also because the message of the 
show was all about strength and celebrat-
ing women. 
After all, nothing is cooler than stand· 
ing out. Think about Beth Ditto's stun-
ning nude cover of Love Magazine, Alek 
Wek, who's gorgeous dark skin, shaved 
head, and wide bright smile have helped 
to make her her a favorite among the 
fashion world, or the lanky frame and 
large nose of actor Adrian Brody who 
walked in the Prada Menswear show in 
2012. My goal this week is simply to point 
out how we as a fashion-consuming cul-
ture need to demand changes in the repre-
sentation of beauty. I want people in this 
world and on this campus to expand their 
ideas of what is beautiful to each feel sexy 
and confident. 
No one should ever be made to feel 
ashamed for who they are. Fashion is fun 
and it's a way to express oneself. You 
should always feel comfortable and posi· 
tive in the clothes you wear and the skin 
you're in. 
COURTESY OF thesartorialist.com 
The models in the Rick Owens fashion show were of all sizes, ages and almost all women of color. 
Upcoming Career Development programs 
David Mogan '02 Financial Sales/Investment Consulting, 
IAlumni Speaker Information Session 
!Wednesday, November 6, 4:30 p.m. 
[)avid Mogan 102, Manager of Regional Investment Consulting, will 
talk about his work with Fidelity Financial Advisor Solutions. Gain 
an understanding of how investment theory applies to real world 
scenarios within the financial sales industry. 
Spring 20I4 Internships for Credit Information Session 
rnmrsday, November 7, 12:15 p.m. 
Interested in completing an internship for credit in the spring? 
Now is the time to starting searching and applying, no matter what 
industry you are interested in. 
Career Opportunities in Real Estate 
Friday, November 8, n:oo a.m. 
Craig Vought 182 P'16 will conduct an information session dis-
cussing career opportunities in real estate, different tracks within 
the field and what skills translate to different areas. 
Everything You Need to Know About Graduate Study in 
Psychology 
Wednesday, November 13, 4:00 p.m. 
Toin Randy Lee '66, Kate Marinchak, Meg Rich and Kristine 
Kennen from Trinity's Counseling Center, and Laura Holt 'oo, and 
Susan Averna, from the Psychology Department, to gain informa-
tion and insight about applying to graduate school in psychology. If 
you think you may have any interest in graduate school for psychol-
ogy, or allied fields like social work, come to this session! 
ARTS 
------------------- The Trinity Tripod 
''The Witchlng Hour'' performance depicts Connecticut Witch Trial 
POOJA SAVANSUKHA '15 
ARTS EDITOR 
Last weekend on November 
1 and 2, the Aetna Theater in 
the Wadsworth Athenaeum 
presented "The Witching 
Hour," by the Ensemble of the 
Judy Dworin Performance 
Project. The performance com-
bined dance, theater and sign 
language to portray the unfair 
trial of a woman from 
Connecticut who was accused 
of witchcraft in the 17th centu-
ry. 
"The Witching Hour" is an 
award-winning, ongoing dance 
and theater project that 
addresses witch trials through 
the unspoken stories of women 
who were accused, and eventu-
ally convicted as "witches." 
The project also comments on 
the dangers of discriminations. 
"The Witching Hour" eloquent-
ly explores the results of differ-
ences becoming problematic, 
as well as the clash between 
cultural beliefs and puritanical 
hierarchies. The performance 
incorporated the use of pup-
pets, an interesting set and 
costumes that transferred the 
audience into a different time 
period. The visual imagery on 
stage complemented the excel-
lent performance that included 
music, dance and text. 
While the performance 
depicted an appropriate sub-
ject to portray around 
Halloween, the fact that it was 
based on a true story made it 
all t h e more jarring. The pro-
tagonist m the piece, 
Katherine Harris is a 17th 
century landowner m 
Wethersfield, Connecticut. 
While she was not really a 
witch, she was accused of 
wichcraft. She was originally 
brought to Wethersfield as a 
servant, but having inherited a 
piece of land, she gained 
wealth and power, which 
became the cause of her down-
fall as people believed that she 
had risen above the status con-
sidered appropriate for her, as 
a former servant, and also as a 
woman. She became a victim of 
a false accusation, simply 
because of the envy and hatred 
that people felt towards her. 
Her neighbors disliked her and 
they collaboratively and 
repeatedly testified against 
her in a case that accused her 
of witchcraft, until she was 
ultimately convicted. She 
became the first "witch" to be 
sentenced in America. 
Harrisons' trial also caused a 
stir because it was discovered 
that she was actually innocent. 
This resulted in a push for the 
reform in the ways that witch-
craft cases should be handled. 
"The Witching Hour" uses 
performance to engage the 
audience into a subject that 
directly focusses on witch tri-
als but in doing so, also com-
ments on the broader issues 
that surround it. Close-mind-
edness, discrimination and 
irrational and unfair values 
still surface in contemporary 
society in various forms , and 
these aspects of the witch trial 
suggest the universality of 
subject. The witch-trial 
becomes symbolic of the misde-
meanors in our own society. 
"The Witching Hour," can be 
described as a story about the 
targeting of certain people 
whom society ostracize 
because of their beliefs . 
In the performance, move-
ments were used to not only 
depict actions but to indicate 
status and hierarchies that 
reflected the time and place 
being depicted. The story was 
weaved together lyrically, but 
one of the most interesting 
aspects of the performance was 
the use of sign language. The 
narrator performed sign, 
which effectively made the 
COURTESY OF www.judydworin.org 
A still from 'The Witching Hour," performed last weekend by the ensemble of the Judy Dworin Performance Project 
performance accessible to a 
wider audience. Recognizing 
the significance of the subject 
matter, and the principle being 
depicted the ensemble did a 
great job in making an impact 
on the audience. 
Most' people associate witch 
trials in America with those in 
Salem, but few people know 
that Americas' first "witch" 
was hanged in Connecticut. 
The performance that is part 
of an ongoing project stems-
from thorough research of 
witchcraft in Europe, America 
and more specifically 
Connecticut. Dworin, the 
artistic director of the perform -
ance explained that one of her 
primary reasons of depicting 
the witch trials in Hartford is 
because they were a precursor 
to the Salem Witch trial, and 
are often unheard of. The per-
formance appeared even more 
powerful, given that the audi-
ence could relate more to an 
event that has taken place in 
Hartford and the greater 
Hartford area. 
While the performance was 
enjoyed by all members of the 
audience, what made it all the 
more inspiring for students 
was the fact that Judy Dworin, 
the artistic director as well as 
Lesley Farlow who played the 
role of the protagonist are both 
Theater and Dance professors 
at Trinity. It was great to see 
them exemplify the ways in 
which art can be used to make 
social statements, an idea that 
P rofessor Dworin is committed 
to. 
Cinestudio Review: "Wicker Man," addresses religion through horror 
continued from page 1 
gone down as one of the most 
unexpected plot twists in hor-
ror history. It defies all of 
Howie's assumptions, as well 
as our own, culminating in a 
moment of merry brutality 
that leave viewers haunted 
and unsettled, while ponder-
ing the religious ethics that 
the film calls into question. 
Beware: the ensuing discus-
sion contains spoilers! 
For those of you who are 
interested to know, it is 
Howie who becomes the sacri-
fice in the end. Summerisle's 
crops did indeed fail the pre-
vious year, causing the inhab-
itants to seek out a more sub-
stantial victim to appease 
their presiding deities. Howie 
is the "King" of pagan myth 
(one who carries out the law), 
he has come willingly to be 
sacrificed (in Howie's case, he 
came "willing" under false 
pretenses), and he has 
arrived at the altar as a fool. 
According to the age-old rites 
of Summerisle, Howie consti-
tutes the most supreme form 
of ritual offering. He is placed 
inside a wicker man - a colos-
sal figure constructed out of 
woven twigs - and burnt alive 
to the sun god. Interestingly 
enough, this ritual is based 
on a description from Julius 
Caesar's "Commentarii de 
Bello Gallico" (Commentaries 
on the Gallic War) of a type of 
capital punishment practiced 
by the Gallic peoples of mod-
ern France. 
I found one particular 
moment in Howie's proces-
sion to meet the wicker man 
to be noteworthy: Howie 
claims that he cannot be 
offered to a pagan deity, as he 
is a Christian and does not 
recognize any divine entities 
outside his own. The lord of 
the island (Christopher Lee) 
coolly replies that, as a 
Christian, Howie should feel 
blessed to receive a martyr's 
death. The ritual proceeds, 
without much indication that 
Howie has accepted his fate . 
Make of this moment what 
you will, but I thought that 
one of the film's most intrigu -
ing qualities was the way 
screenwriter Anthony 
Schaffer appeared to express 
his qualms with contempo-
rary British religion. 
For the purposes of the 
COURTESY OF www.flashrouters.com 
Nicolas Cage travels to an isolated pagan community in search of his daughter. 
film, Howie seems to repre-
sent a society which has 
grown complacent in its reli-
gious zeal: those who call 
themselves Christians take 
for granted the messages of 
their martyrs , never expect-
ing to have to "bear the cross" 
themselves. Moreover, in the 
film Christianity serves 
almost exclusively to define a 
set of limitations: who is an 
"outsider," who is wicked, 
who is damned. This is not to 
say that the "pagan" cult at 
Summerisle is portrayed in 
the most flattering light 
either: by our standards, the 
cult members seem pretty 
conniving and vicious them-
selves! But who is in the 
wrong in The Wicker Man? Is 
one party good and another 
bad, one the "angel" and the 
other the "devil"? When both 
are tied so inextricably to 
generations of custom and 
belief, who is to say? What 
the film accomplishes so bril-
liantly is the juxtaposition of 
two extremes in Britain's reli-
gious history - ancient poly-
theism and modern cultural 
Christianity - bringing to 
light many of the ethical 
dilemmas inherent in both. 
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Trinity College Bantam Ar.tist of the Week: Jason Symonette 
CAMPBELL NORTH '17 
STAFF WRITER 
Sitting under the fluorescent 
lights of the Art Studio, Jason 
Symonette '14 looked very natural in 
his home away from home where he 
spends "10 to 12 hours a week." 
Looking down at one of his currently 
in-progress pieces, Symonette recalled 
his foray into the artistic world. 
"For my whole life I've sort of been 
doing art," states Symonette about his 
primordial roots in his current pas-
sion. When he was younger, his two 
older brothers and he always used to 
"mess around with stuff' and "created 
with whatever was around" in his 
hometown of Philadelphia. 
Symonettes' high school was root-
ed in the Quaker tradition, which 
played a large role in his life. His cur-
riculum was very artistically focused, 
causing Symonette to branch out as a 
result of which he was originally not 
planning on incorporating art into his 
college experience. 
His initial plan was to major in the 
social sciences and play soccer for 
Trinity, which he did for three years. 
However, a series of unfortunate, but 
ultimately prolific events, changed the 
direction of his path. After his mother 
passed away from cancer in 2009 and 
he battled with depression, "All 
[Symonette] felt like [he] had left were 
[his] hands." His natural efficacy in 
art and his success in studio classes at 
Trinity pushed this feeling forward 
and helped him realize what he want-
ed to discover through his art. "After 
all I had gone through," says 
Symonette, "I wanted to investigate 
my head and try to understand my 
reality." 
In his work there is an underly-
ing notion of transcendence, the idea 
that societal institutions can corrupt 
the purity of a person and that 
human's are best when they are inde-
pendent, and defining reality on their 
own terms. For example, in your par-
ent's reality you're a child, and in your 
cousins reality you are a cousin but in 
your reality you are just you. His per-
sonal journey exemplified these ideas 
and has been a main source of inspira -
tion. 
These concepts are at the crux of 
Symonettes' artistic message. He 
attempts to understand himself by 
understanding the world around him 
in terms of composition, color, materi-
als, and subconscious imagery. "I'm 
always riffing off different artists and 
ideas while trying to investigate my 
constantly draw from different areas 
of society, like music and history. "I 
want people to understand that reali-
ties are completely individual but we 
share society," Symonette concluded. 
The transformative nature of art 
has also been a keystone for 
Symonettes' progression as an artist. 
For him, a piece can never be com-
pletely finished because it can be used 
as a jumping off point and inspiration 
for others. Art acts a mechanism to 
express an individual's train of 
thought or stream of consciousness. 
Nothing in the world is ever truly stat-
ic, and therefore art should not be 
either. 
In Symonttes' eyes art has always 
been "a metaphor for a metaphor." In 
a lot of his pieces he arranges inani-
mate objects in a certain way to try to 
establish a mood and let the audience 
see what he sees. "Even if they do not 
sense the mood I attempted to create, 
the object itself is still going to be 
transformed and hold new meaning." 
One of his 'dream' projects that 
would encapsulate this idea would be 
to create a documentary that centered 
on his old job, which was to drive 
around and pick up boxes around 
Philadelphia for the archive center at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
He found it to be particularly inter-
esting because essentially, he was fol-
lowing these inanimate objects, on 
their journey around Philadelphia. 
The drivers that traveled this route 
were also very diverse so it would be 
interesting to talk with them about 
how they all ended up at this job, 
because "it's kind of crazy how all the 
possible different combinations of life 
paths and circumstances can ultimate-
ly share a kind of common ground." 
Additionally, he felt that Philadelphia 
itself was very unique because it has 
such an eclectic mix of people and 
neighborhoods in very close proximity 
to each other that in just one day you 
can see a very wide range of perspec-
tives on life. 
Symonette has observed this theme 
in other aspects of life as well. He 
believes that "we need to be aware of 
the other, because sometimes it's not 
as different as we think." Symonette 
has personally experienced this in 
terms of his friends. "I am friends with 
such a diverse group of people who 
think they would normally never get 
along, but I kind of am a common 
denominator between them," he says. 
"We need to see that other people may 
have different realities and perspec-
tives, we need to be less afraid and 
confused by things we don't know or 
understand," he advocated. 
One way Symonette wants to affect 
this change is by following in the foot-
steps of his mother and becoming a 
teacher. He wants to affect a change in 
the youth through art, specifically in 
the way art has the ability to draw 
from many different aspects of life. For 
example "you can teach literature, you 
can teach history, science, political sci-
ence, sports all through art. By gain-
ing perspective Symonette feels we all 
can better our place in life. 
Symonette is currently focusing on 
the near future and his senior thesis, 
will focus on this idea of color, 
Dadaism and the New York School art 
movement. It will include a little bit of 
abstract expressionism, pop art, some 
contemporary comics, anime, and post 
impressionistic techniques. For the 
show he, "is really looking at the past 
eras in art by applying [his] own per-
ception and incorporating [his] own 
world and to try to show through visu -
al mediums the common ground we all 
walk on as individuals." 
own potential" says Symonette about COURTESY OF JASON SYMONETTE '14 
his insatiable curiosity and desire to Greyscale images of some of Bantam Artist of the Week, senior Jason Symonettes' visual art projects 
So get ready for what is sure to be 
a very eye-opening and perspective-
changing show that will be open in the 
late spring. 
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Prof. Delano presents photographic history of Puerto Rico 
POOJA SAVANSUKA '15 
ARTS EDITOR 
Last week, the Thursday Common 
Hour and Faculty Research 
Committee Lecture Series presented a 
talk, "The Lives of Photographs: 
Puerto Rico 1980 and Beyond" by Fine 
Arts Professor Pablo Delano. The talk 
explained the context under which 
Professor Delano's father, and promi· 
nent photographer Jack Delano's pho· 
tographs, documented social condi· 
tions in Puerto Rico in 1942, assumed 
new meanings in 1980. The lecture 
also addressed the idea of a re·photog· 
raphy project and digitization. 
Professor Pablo Delano's parents, 
Jack and Irene Delano were extreme· 
ly prominent photographers, particu· 
larly in Puerto Rico. Jack Delano's 
photographs are particularly interest· 
ing in the way that they are specific to 
the people of Puerto Rico. In the 
1940's. He worked on a project where 
he captured a breadth of photographs 
representing the lives of Puerto 
Ricans, as a Farm Security 
Administration 
photographer.Working on this project 
acquainted him with Puerto Rico, and 
also made him fall in love with the 
place and its people. 
Delano's archive of Puerto Rican 
images was furthered by a series he 
did in the 1980s when he revisited 
some of the same places and people 
that he had originally encountered in 
the 1940s. He continued to photo· 
graph people until the 1980s' and kept 
working until he passed away in 1997. 
Professor Delano revealed that it was 
interesting to compare the change in 
the depictions of the photographs from 
the 1940's and the 1980's. Puerto Rico 
through Jack Delano's lens appeared 
to have evolved into a completely dif· 
ferent place than it used to be in the 
1940's. The photographs revealed a 
shift in purchasing patterns (evidence 
of supermarkets and small malls), 
employment patterns (newly created 
jobs), industrialization (factory work· 
ers) as well as a shift from horses to 
vehicles. While an overall develop· 
ment was evident, there was also evi· 
dence of drug abuse, crime, and pover-
ty. Given Delano's primary interest in 
people, it was significant to note that 
even though the photographs depicted 
a changed Puerto Rico, the primary 
values of Puerto Rican society such as 
generosity, humility, and l?ve of the 
neighbor seemed to have been main· 
tained. The preservation of these val· 
ueskept him and his wife on the island 
until their death. 
Additionally, Professor Delano also 
provided an example where, among 
the images in his fathers exhibition 
after the revisit that was eventually 
published in "Puerto Rico Mio," there 
was one of a funeral, which depicted a 
man walking down the street carrying 
an infant's coffin on his shoulder, with 
a few people behind him. A visitor at 
the show thanked Delano in the guest 
book, because the photograph allowed 
him to witness his sisters funeral as 
she had passed away before he was 
born. This was indicative of the emo· 
tional connection the people developed 
with Delanos' photograhs. 
Professor Delano plans to edit his 
fathers' photographs and produce a 
book, as he has received a grant allow· 
ing him to travel and bring back 
images that his father had captured in 
Puerto Rico. 
Professor Delano admitted in his 
talk that although he is first and fore· 
most a photographer, he doesn't plan 
on doing a photography project contin· 
uing his father's legacy in Puerto Rico 
for a number of reasons. He believes 
that his fathers' work must stand on 
its own and should not be viewed 
through a different perspective than 
his own. Addtionally, unlike his 
father, he does not live in Puerto Rico. 
This means that his perspective 
becomes that of an outsiders which is 
by default different than his fathers' 
perspective. That being said, 
Professor Delano also announced that 
he currently working on a project in 
the Caribbean and he is writing about 
Trinidad, which is an idea that has 
been born out of his Puerto Rican 
experience. 
Finally, arriving back at the con· 
cept of "The Lives of photographs," 
Professor Delano explained that he 
had the opportunity to meet with peo· 
ple, or families of the people that his 
father had photographed in Puerto 
Rico. This was an extremely meaning· 
ful experience as it provided a way to 
track the way the lives of specific peo· 
ple and their generations had changed 
since they were photographed. It was 
an emotional experience for not just 
Professor Delano but also for the fam· 
ilies as they were able to gain access 
to the images of people that they my 
have not had the chance to meet. This 
gave Professor Delano a clearer pie· 
ture of the way that photographs had 
impacts on the lives of people. The 
fact that Delano's muses were trace· 
able has more recently also resulted in 
the Center for Railway Photography 
and Art in Chicago to plan an exhibit 
showing his photographs along with 
new photographs depicting the cur· 
rent lives of the same muses, and 
their families. 
Speaking of the contemporary 
state of the photographs and respons· 
es to them, Professor Delano narrated 
an incident where his father was 
approached by an artist who wanted 
to enlarge his photographs , work on 
them them and then display them in a 
gallery. Jack Delano was against this 
because his photographs were taken 
for the sake of the people(to help 
them) rather than for the sake of 
earning a profit. Despite this the 
artist went ahead with undertaking 
his proposed project, and today there 
are several copies and versions of 
Delanos' photographs that are com· 
modified, thus taking away from the 
very purpose of their portrayal. 
Towards the end of the talk, to 
return to a "happier note," as 
Professor Delano claimed, he reiterat· 
ed the folk uses of his fathers' images. 
The photographs served the purpose 
of documenting lives and lifestyles to 
eventually facilitate a way to help 
these people. 
The lecture was very well attend· 
ed, and the audience consisiting of 
students and faculty were engaged 
and intrigued by the extent to which 
photography can impact society. 
Delano is respected as a societal fig· 
ure in Puerto Rico, for his work. If 
there were one thing that the audi· 
ence may have taken away from the 
talk, it would be that art is not always 
for art sake; as exemplified by 
Delano's work, it is capable of making 
a real difference in peoples' lives. 
COURTESY OF JACK DEIANO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESSS COURTESY OF JACK DEIANO/ LIBRARY OF CONGRESSS 
Jack Delano's photographs of a Puerto Rican man, Don Toli taken over a span of two decades. Jack Delano captured a breadth of photographs representing the lives of Puerto Rican farm culture. 
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Volleyball team beats Amherst, looks forward to ~SCAC playoffs 
BART HARVEY '16 
PORTS EDITOR 
In the New England Small 
College Athletic Conference 
(NESCAC) regular-season 
finale, the Trinity College vol-
leyball team overcame a tough 
Amherst College squad to 
sweep in consecutive sets 3-0 
(25-22, 25-13, 25-21). The 
Bantams finish the season 15-
11 overall and 5-5 in the 
NESCAC, while Amherst, · 
ranked No. 6 in New England, 
closes at 19-7 overall and 7-3 in 
the league. Both teams quali-
fied for the NESCAC 
Championship tournament 
In the first set, Trinity 
jumped out to a 9-4 lead thanks 
to a 5-0 run. The Bantams 
extended their lead to 20-11 on 
a kill from tri-captain Hannah 
Brickley '14 before the Lord 
Jeffs scored seven of the eight 
next points to pull within 21-
18. A block and two kills from 
Kate Giddens '16 gave Trinity 
set point at 24-18, but Amherst 
rallied to score four points in a 
row. Giddens finished the set 
off with her eighth kill of the 
first set. 
The Bantams found them-
selves trailing 12-11 early in 
the second set, but tri-captain 
Amy Hackett '14 served up the 
following five points for a 16-12 
Trinity lead. After that streak 
COURTESY OF www.athletics.ttincoll.edu 
The Trinity volleyball team huddles in between points during their matchup against Amherst, they will face Bowdoin on Saturday. 
was halted by a kill from were exchanging points before digs. On the other side of the 
Amherst, Hunter Drew '15 two kills from Giddens, a Lord net, rookie Nicole Gould pace 
served each of Trinity's points Jeff error, and another kill from the Lord Jeffs with 11 kills, 
in a 9-0 run by the Bantams, Hackett put the game away. while classmate Maggie 
which ended on an ace by Brickely, playing in her Danner contributed 10 kills 
Drews to put them up 2-0. final home game alongside fel- and 17 digs. Sophmores Nicole 
The Lord Jeffs jumped out low tri-captains Hackett and Carter and Katie Wardlaw 
to an early lead in the third set, Sarah Whitham '14, had 12 showed impressive play as 
going up 7-3, before advancing kills and a team-high 28 digs, Carter notched 23 assists, 13 
to 11-6, but an 8-1 advantage while Hackett and Whitham digs, and two blocks and 
from the Bantams gave them combined for 44 assists and 14 Wardlaw nabbed a match-high 
the lead 14-12. Amherst was digs. Drews tallied three aces 34 assists. 
able to notch up the score and and eight digs and rookie Brickley led the team in 
tie the set at 19-19. The teams Kristen Cooprider '17 had 22 kills and digs on the season 
with 345 and 358, respectively. 
Meanwhile, Drews finished 
second in kills with 158 and 
Cooprider finished with 346 
digs. Hackett led the team in 
assists with 441 and Whitham 
was in a close second with 351. 
Additionally, Giddens led the 
team in kill percentage con-
verting on .347 percent of 
opportunities, while Hackett 
was close behind P.er hitting an 
impressive .310 percent. 
Trinity Head Coach Jen 
Bowman commented on her 
team's performance after the 
game, "We played some of our 
best volleyball of the season 
today. I thought our defensive 
effort was terrific, and really 
determined the outcome of the 
match." 
The Bantams finished the 
NESCAC tied for sixth place 
with Middlebury, but due to an 
early season loss to the 
Panthers, Trinity will be given 
the No. 7 seed in the tourna-
ment. They will take on No. 2-
seeded Bowdoin at Williams on 
Friday, Nov. 8 at 5 PM. In their 
only prior matchup of the sea-
son, Bowdoin defeated Trinity 
3-0 on October 19. The 
Bantams are looking to build 
off an impressive victory over 
Amherst to carry momentum 
into the NESCAC 
Championship tournament. 
Football team falls short against Amherst in second straight loss 
PETER PRENDERGAST '16 
SPORTS EDITOR 
The Trinity College football 
team fell just short of a victory 
this past weekend as they suf-
fered a 17-16 loss against 
Amherst College. This defeat 
marks Trinity's second loss in 
a row, leaving them with a 5-2 
record. The Bantams are now 
ranked 4th m the New 
England Small College 
Athletic Conference 
(NESCAC), behind Wesleyan, 
Amherst and Middlebury. 
Amherst won the coin toss 
and deferred, leaving Trinity 
in position to receive the kick 
off in the first half. On their 
first drive, the Bantams could-
n't reach a first down and was 
forced to punt. The Bantam 
defense looked strong in their 
first showing as they managed 
to hold Amherst to a punt. 
This first half continued in 
similar fashion, as neither 
team seemed to be able to 
drive the ball well down the 
field. The only scoring drive of 
the first quarter came with 
three minutes left to play, as 
Amherst managed to drive the 
ball into field goal range and 
complete the kick. Amherst 
scored again early in the sec-
ond quarter on a one yard rush 
attempt, giving the Lord Jeffs 
the 10-0 lead. Trinity fired 
back on their next possession 
as kicker Ben Rosenblatt '17 
completed a 31-yard field goal 
to shrink the deficit by three 
points. 
The game came down to the 
-
This latest loss marks 
Trinity's second consecutive 
defeat, including a 27-24 loss 
to Middlebury on October 26. 
Trinity has only one more reg-
ular season game, which will 
take place at home against 
Wesleyan on November 9. The 
Bantams will be looking to 
close out their season with a 6-
2 record, which could poten-
tially leave them tied for sec-
ond place in the conference 
standings. 
The Bantams success this 
season, while still exceptional 
in comparison to most 
NESCAC opponents, has fall-
en short of the expectations set 
in place by the 2012 squad, 
which enjoyed an undefeated 
season and a conference cham-
pion title. The Bantams can 
still finish the season with a 
strong record, especially with 
COURTESY OF ww.athletics.ttincoll.edua victory over the first place 
Darrien Myers '17 finished with 133 all-purpose yards, including a 49-yd catch, in the loss to Amherst this past Saturday.Wes;eyan. 
fourth quarter as neither team 
was able to score in the 3rd. 
Trailing by seven, quarterback 
Sonny Puzzo '17 completed a 
pass to receiver Chris Ragone 
'15. The score was now tied at 
10 with just over 9 minutes to 
play in the game. Amhert 
answered on their next posses-
sion as quarterback Matt 
Lippe '15 found Greg Garray 
'16 in the end zone. Trailing 
by 7, the Bantams managed to 
march down the field, giving 
Evan Bunker '14 the chance to 
rush for the touchdown. 
However, the game was lost as 
Trinity was unable to convert 
the extra point. Trailing by 
only 1 point with just three 
minutes left, the Bantams 
were not able to reach the goal 
line again. The final whistle 
blew and Trinity left Amherst 
in the wake of an extremely 
disappointing loss. Trinity 
logged 420 yards in total 
offense over the loss, including 
1 70 passing yards and 250 
rushing yards. Puzzo complet-
ed 11 out of 24 passes for 148 
yards and Henry Foye '16 com-
pleted 3 out of 4 passes for 22 
yards. Trinity also had more 
total time on offense as they 
held the ball for over 36 min-
utes compared to Amherst's 23 
minutes. 
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Trinity women's soccer gets first NESCAC tournament win 
BART HARVEY '16 
SPORTS EDITOR 
Karyn Barrett '15 connected 
with Abbey Lake '16, who was 
streaking down the left side of 
the field, for the game-winning 
goal in the 49th minute as 
Trinity triumphed over 
Amherst, 2-1. The Bantams 
claimed their first-ever New 
England Small College Athletic 
Conference Thurnament win on 
Saturday, winning their quar-
terfinal matchup versus the 
Amherst College Lord Jeffs, 
who came into the game ranked 
No. 19 in the nation. Trinity 
improves to 12-3 on the season. 
clearing attempt by thf 
Bantams' defense and seemec 
to get her head on numerom 
corner kicks for point-blan1 
opportunities. 
Amherst lost two of its las1 
ten games, after suffering twc 
consecutive one-goal losses tc 
Trinity. Amherst won the 
NESCAC Thurnament in 2001 
2003, and 2011. Trinity is seek 
ing it's first-ever NESCAC 
Championship. After the team'e 
third straight victory, the 
Bantams will head to the 
NESCAC Championshii; 
Semifinals where they will face 
Williams on the road next 
Saturday, November 9 at 1:3c 
PM. In their only matchup thi~ 
season, Trinity prevailed ove1 
Williams 2-0 on Sept. 14. No. 2· 
seeded Williams beat Wesleyan 
3-1 m their quarterfinal 
matchup. 
The Lord Jeffs stepped up 
the pressure from the start, 
providing many scoring oppor-
tunities in the opening minutes 
of the game. Amherst finally 
broke through when senior 
Sarah Duffy blasted a shot from 
the right side of the box into the 
top of the goal past a diving 
Monica DiFiori '16 in the 19th 
minute, giving Amherst a 1-0 
advantage. At the closing of the 
first half, the Bantams found 
their equalizer when Julia 
Leahy '16 crossed the ball to a 
wide-open Barrett in front of 
the net, who came sliding in to 
t ap the ball into the goal, tying 
the game at one apiece. 
Trinity got their decisive 
COURTESY OF www.athletics.trincoll.edu 
The Trinity women's soccer team huddles up to celebrate the college's first NESCAC Championship tournament win. 
goal in the opening minutes of left side of the net. This provid- goalie, Holly Burwick, finished 
the second half when Alexa ed the game-winning goal for with six saves in net. Maggie 
Menard '16 found herself on a the Bantams. Lake extended Crowe '15 was a clear nominee 
breakaway, with numbers on her goal total to a team-high for player of the game for 
her side, she made a quick pass eight for the season. Trinity, as she was an anchor on 
to Barrett in front of the box, DiFiori had an impressive the back-line in addition to con-
who then one-touch passed the day in net, keeping the tributing to a number of scoring 
ball into the left side of the box Bantams in the game with five opportunities. She managed to 
to Lake who ripped a shot to the saves. Meanwhile, Amherst be at the end of every successful 
The semifinal matchup 
should be one that includes 
plenty of scoring opportunities. 
Williams averages just under 
19 shots per games, scoring 1.8 
goals per game, meanwhile 
Trinity is averaging 14.4 shots 
per game and scoring 2.1 goals 
per game. Look for there to be 
lots of pressure on both goal-
keepers as whichever team 
comes the best prepared defen-
sively, will likely advance to the 
championship. 
This Day in Sports: 
November 5 
1977: On this day, Marc Wilson set the record for most passing yards in 
one game with 571.He played college football for Brigham Young 
University where he started for the latter two and a half years at quarter-
back. Wilson went on to play eleven seasons in the National Football 
League. He was selected by the Oakland Raiders in the 1980 NFL Draft. 
Despite being on two Super Bowl champion teams, Wilson was never 
able to establish himself as an elite quarterback. He eventually switched 
to the New England Patriots where he seemed to lose most of his arm 
strength. 
1978: John Madden, then-Head Coach of the Oakland Raiders, became 
the 13th coach to win 100 NFL games. He spents 10 years as the head 
coach of the Raiders, amassing 103 wins and never managing to coach a 
team below .500. Madden was able to secure a Super Bowl 
Championship during the 1976 season. He is probably best recognized 
for being a long-time announcer and face of the football video game 
series MADDEN. 
Trinity College Bantams 
Schedule 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 9 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 9 
ffil Nov. 8 
Men's Basketball 
at St. Joseph's 6 p.m. 
Women's Soccer 
at Williams 1:30 p.m. 
Women's Ice Hockey 
at Conn. College 7 p.m. 
Football 
vs Wesleyan 
Volleyball 
vs. Bowdoin 
12p.m. 
5p.m. 
~ Men and Women's Cross Country 
ffil Nov. 9 At Roger Williams, ECAC 
Division III Championships 
